Attendance is very important to academic success. Please set a personal goal of 0 to 1 absence per semester. If you are absent, please send in a doctor’s note or a signed note from parent. Students are responsible for promptly making up missed assignments. 
Accelerated Reader (AR) is our ticket to superior reading skills. Please remember to take your AR tests every time you finish a book. Please bring your AR folder and keep track of your points. You will be rewarded with prizes and surprises.
Breakfast is the most important meal of the day. If necessary, students may purchase breakfast at school beginning at 7:30am. 

Birthdays may be celebrated with classmates. Students may bring store bought cupcakes to share with the class. This may take place on Fridays, during reward time- 2:10 to 2:30

Bullying has no place at Harmony. Be a buddy not a bully. That’s our motto and we are sticking to it. See school policy on bullying.
Cowboy Cash and Conduct grades are closely related. The more we catch you doing excellent work or showing excellent behavior the more credits to your account. More debits from your account means your conduct is out of balance. Use your check book! 
Conference times are as follows

9:40 – 10:25 Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays.  Please give a courtesy call or email to schedule a parent/teacher conference.

Communication is another key ingredient of school success. Feel free to communicate concerns, give compliments and ask questions. The Homework and Communication log (H&C log) is one of the most important documents in a student’s binder. On the H&C log, students should jot down important info; parents should read and sign it daily; teachers will make a note of incomplete or failing assignments. 

Discipline at Harmony is monitored through a Discipline Point System (DPS). Students will be given DPS points for unacceptable behavior. A referral to the principal’s office will be made immediately for severe disruptions- threats, bullying, fighting, biting and racial slurs.

Dismissal for 1st to 5th grade is at 2:40. Older siblings will go to the younger sibling’s dismissal area. After 3:15 pm, the students will be taken to the Room 147. There will be a charge of $5 per hour. After 6pm there will be a $5 charge for every 5 minutes.  

Diversity is what makes our world unique and interesting. It would be boring and monotonous if we weren’t uniquely blessed with special gifts and talents. We all have our own cultural heritage that makes us who we are. At Harmony we encourage our students to develop a healthy respect for each other and a genuine desire to learn from each other.
Dear Time is the highlight of our day. Every day between 10:30 and 11:00 we Drop Everything and Read. Every fourth grade student is expected to have a novel in their backpack for use during dear time. This should also be a book that is on the Accelerated reader list (AR list). Please see school website for AR book list. 
Excellence is a habit. In fourth grade we expect nothing less than excellent work, study habits and excellence in our peer relationships. Every day on the planet is an excellent, God given opportunity to put a smile on someone’s face

Folders with pockets and brads are another organizational tool. We need folders for Social studies, Technology, Language Arts, Math, Science & Character Education
Grades are your key to success. Please check for grades online on the parent portal of the school website
Homework Assignments are an integral part of your child’s learning experience at Harmony. We expect homework to be completed neatly and turned in on time. Time is precious and it’s very frustrating and counter-productive to try and keep up with late and missing work. Easy homework formula - Home on Friday & Back Next  Friday
Intelligence is multi-faceted. In fourth grade we use our many gifts and talents as a gateway to enhance our learning and school experience. 
Jostling for air time is not polite. In fourth grade we value everyone’s opinion and comments. If you have something to say, please raise your hand and wait patiently for your turn to speak. 
Knowledge is power. Every day is another chance to arm yourself with new and powerful knowledge. 

Lifelong  learners love to live lives of limitless learning. NB- Harmony fourth Grade students are lifelong learners.  

Motto: Focus on the purpose. Our purpose is to Learn. Each day we must remain focused, self disciplined and ready to learn something new.

Nature and Athletics are our focus at harmony. We value our planet and our humanity. We will strive to live happy, healthy lives in harmony with nature and others.

No time for nonsense. Harmony fourth graders have no time for idle chatter. Brilliant minds discuss ideas!
Organization is everything. Binders need to have a section for Homework, Reading log, H& C Logs, Cowboy Cash, Return to Teacher, Graded Papers,  
Portfolios are used for Writing and Reading. Each child needs a 1 inch binder in black and one in white. Each binder should have at least 12 page protectors inside.
Prioritize and Plan for success. In fourth grade we encourage our learners to plan for success. Use a calendar to make a plan and a priority list. Do not procrastinate when it’s time to get homework or class assignments done.

Quietly is the only option for walking in the hallway. We respect the right of other learners to work in their classrooms without noise and chaos outside their classroom doors.
Reward time is on Friday last  period. This is when we take a break and reward ourselves if we have done our jobs well during the course of the week. If not, this will be a catch up time for those students who forgot to prioritize. 

Sunshine Calls to parents are another way for teachers to brag about something good that their child has done. Do your best, then sit back and wait for that call.
Try your best and something magical happens.
University scholars are a byproduct of Harmony schools.

Visits to a student’s home may be arranged. Let your child’s teacher know when it would be convenient to have a home visit.
Work is not optional. Everyday Fourth Grade students at Harmony should show up on time, ready to do challenging and meaningful work. To do your job well, your toolkit should include four sharpened pencils, a red and blue pen, 2 highlighters, 6 colored pencils, a 6inch ruler and an eraser. No sharpeners. NB – The Toolkit is a transparent pencil case with three holes to fit into your binder. It’s not a bad idea to have a duplicate toolkit for your workspace at home.
Website – check for assignments news and updates on Fourth Grade class website: www.hsnature.org/4barmadillos
X marks the space that you occupy at Harmony. Be sure to use that space as a place of change and growth
Yes I can do it. Can’t is a dirty word in Fourth grade. We love a good challenge.

Zzzzzzz get enough sleep, eat a good breakfast and be ready to seize the day. Today is the day to climb your mountain. So be on your way.
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We are World Class Learners

[image: image4.jpg]



4B Teacher – P. Andega

Email: PAndega@harmonytx.org
4A Teacher – K. Lawrence
Email: KLawrence@harmonytx.org
Harmony School of Nature & Athletics

8120 Camp Wisdom Road

Dallas, TX 75249

www.hsnature.org
Tel: (972) 296 - 1000

Fax: (972) 296 - 2125

Fourth Grade A to Z Handbook for Success at Harmony School of Nature and Athletics

4B Camp Armadillo
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4A Eagle’s Nest
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