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Phase 2, Day 8
Judy Wallis



Literary Terms

Note: Italics Show Items on Sample STAAR reading assessments. If no grade level appears at the end of the item, it is an elementary question.

Alliteration – the repetition of the same or very similar consonant sounds in words that are close together in a poem; found at the beginning of words or accented syllables

Analogy – a comparison made between two things that are unlike in many respects to show how they are alike in some respects

Argument -- an oral disagreement; verbal opposition; contention; altercation: a violent argument; a discussion involving differing points of view; debate; a process of reasoning; series of reasons; a statement, reason, or fact for or against a point
	
Which of these sources does Paul use to support his argument? 
A  Personal experiences and information from a research report 
B  Facts collected by a library and a university 
C  Interviews he conducted with family members 
D  Information from a newspaper article 

______organizes the information in his letter mostly by — 
A  stating the editor’s opinions 
B  comparing one person’s experience to another person’s experience 
C  describing problems and then offering solutions 
D  listing ways  . . .

_______ uses the information in paragraphs 2, 3, and 6 to show that — 

_______’s main argument is that — 

The author supports each of his arguments with — 
A  results from research studies about  . . . 
B  personal experiences related to  . . . 
C  facts about the history  . . .
D  quotes . . . (8) 

	Which idea from paragraph 6 does the author base on an assumption? (8)

Author – the writer of a literary work

Autobiography – an account of the writer’s own life

Biography – the account of a person’s life written or told by another person

Character – a person, animal, or natural force presented as a person appearing in a story or a play
Dynamic (round) characters – may change as the character encounters conflict and possess both good and bad qualities
Flat (static) characters – one that does not undergo substantial change or growth in the course of a story; folk literature characters are typically flat

Characterization – the process of revealing the personality of a character in a story

Climax – a moment of great emotional intensity or suspense in a plot; usually the moment when the conflict is decided one way or the other

Comedy – in general, a story that ends happily 

Conflict – a struggle or clash between opposing characters or opposing forces (Person vs. Person; Person vs. Nature; Person vs. Self; Person vs. Society)

	Which of these events resolves ________’s conflict in the play? 


Resolution (Outcome)  – the outcome of a plot where the conflict is resolved

Dialect – the characteristic speech of a particular region or social group

Dialogue – conversation between two or more characters; may be present in drama within the script

What can the reader conclude about _______ and a_______ from their dialogue? (8)

Based on the dialogue in paragraphs 6 through 15, how does  . . . ? (8)

Diary – a day-by-day record of events and thoughts kept by an individual; usually more personal than a journal
   
Drama – a story to be performed on the stage; a play

Excerpt -- a short extract from a film, broadcast, or piece of music or writing

	What is the best summary of the excerpt? (8)

Fable – a brief fictional narrative told to present a moral or practical lesson; characters are animals

Falling Action – final resolution or closing action following the climax; denouement

Fiction – narrative writing drawn from the imagination of the author; not fact

Figurative Language – language used for descriptive effect, often to imply ideas indirectly; usually not to be interpreted literally

Figure of Speech – a word or phrase that describes one thing in terms of another, usually to achieve special effects or meaning

Flashback – a scene that interrupts the present action of the plot to move backward to tell what happened at an earlier time

Folktale – a short narrative handed down through oral tradition with various tellers and groups modifying it so that it becomes a story of cumulative ownership

Which sentence from the selection best represents the message of the folktale? (6)
One difference between the selection and the folktale is that in the selection,  . . .  is — (6)

Which sentence from the folktale best shows  . . . ? (6)

What is one way that the selection and the folktale differ? (6)

Foreshadowing – the use of clues to hint at what is going to happen later in the plot

Genre – a distinct type or category of literature; usually based on form (novel, short story, poetry)

Hero/Heroine – the central character in a work of fiction or drama
 
Imagery – language that appeals to the senses; used to help the reader see pictures in his mind

	The imagery in these lines appeals most to the reader’s sense of — 

Journal – a day-by-day record of events and personal impressions kept by an individual; usually less intimate than a diary; often includes news or matters of current interest

Legend -- traditional historical tale (or collection of related tales) popularly regarded as true but usually containing a mixture of fact and fiction.

Line – a single line of words in a poem or play

Read line 4 from the poem. 
The poet includes this line most likely to show . . . 

Lines __ through __ are included in the poem because they — 

Lines __ through __ are important to the poem because they show — 

Which line from the play suggests that  . . . ? (8)

Line breaks in poetry – when the line of a poem ceases to extend and a new line starts, usually but not always at the left margin

Message in a poem – the theme or message of the poem is based on the concrete meaning, upon what is actually in the poem; should also take conflicts into consideration

	What is the main message in the poem? 

Metaphor – a figure of speech that makes a comparison between two seemingly unlike things without using a connective word such as like, as, than, or resembles

Meter – rhythm of accented and unaccented syllables, which are organized into patterns, called feet

Mood (feeling)– the emotional attitude of the author toward the subject; the feeling created by the author (much like tone)
	Which word best describes the feeling that the poet creates in this poem? 

Myth – an anonymous traditional story that usually serves to explain a belief, custom or mysterious natural phenomenon

Narrative – an account in prose or verse (poetry) of an actual or fictional event or a sequence of events; a story

Narrator – anyone who tells a story

Nonfiction – literary works other than fiction; true

Novel – a long, fictional prose narrative, usually more than 50,000 words; usually uses the same elements as a short story

Onomatopoeia – the use of a word whose sound imitates or suggests its meaning

Personification – a figure of speech in which an inanimate object or abstraction is given human qualities or abilities

Read lines 44 and 45 from the poem. 
(lines may appear in a box)
The poet uses personification in these lines to show  . . . — (7)

Playwright – author of a play

Read the line from the excerpt. 
(line may appear in a box)
The playwright includes this line in order to — (8)	
A  reveal character 
B  advance the plot 
C  create suspense 
D  add humor 



Plot – the series of related events that make up a story 

Poetry – a form of writing” in which human beings have given rhythmic expression to their most imaginative and intense perceptions of the world, themselves, and the relation of the two” (from Holman and Harmon)

Poetic Forms –
Narrative poetry – a poem that tells a story. A narrative poem can come in many forms and styles, but it always tells a story.

Lyrical poetry – a short poem with one speaker (not necessarily the poet), who expresses thoughts and feelings. 

Humorous poetry – intended to make the reader laugh. These poems include nonsense verse and poems that are whimsical. 

Free verse poetry – verse composed of variable, usually unrhymed lines having no fixed metrical pattern.

The reader can tell that the poem is written in free-verse form because it does not have — 

Poetic structure – may apply to various ways the poet structures a poem

Which poetic structure is found in the poem? 
A  Stanzas 
B  Rhythm 
C  Use of repetition 
D  Short line length 
	
The paragraph above the title of the poem is included to — 

The poet places the words “____________” on a line by themselves most likely because the words — (7)

The repetition of the line “________ . . .” suggests that the speaker — (7)

Poetic Justice – a just or fitting retribution or punishment (a hangman’s being hanged)

Point of View – the vantage point from which an author tells a story

	The poet helps the reader understand . . . mainly by — (7)

Because the poem is written from the speaker’s point of view, the reader is better able to understand — (7)


Protagonist – the main character in fiction, drama, or epic poetry; the person whose conflict sets the plot in motion

Repetition – repeating a word or phrase or rewording the same idea to emphasize its importance

Rhyme – the repetition of accented vowel sounds and all sounds following them in words that are close together in a poem

Rhyme Scheme – we can identify the rhyme scheme by assigning letters each rhyme, beginning with a and proceeding through the alphabet 

Internal rhyme is the appearance of similar sounds somewhere in the middle of a verse; words in the middle can rhyme with other words in the middle or words at the end of lines

Rhythm – the alternation of stressed and unstressed syllables in language

Scene in a Play – a unit of action in a play; subdivision within a play

	How does Scene 2 differ from Scene 1? 

	Which sentence best summarizes Scene 2? 

	What can the reader conclude from the last paragraph of Scene 2? 


Read these lines from Scene 1 of the play. 
(lines may be set off in box)
What do these lines represent? 

Sensory detail – basically a detail that is observed with one of the senses, for example a detail seen is a sensory detail because sight is used

Setting – the time and place of a story or play

Simile – a figure of speech that makes a comparison between two seemingly unlike things by using a connective word such as like, as, than, or resembles

Sound Effects in Poetry – includes alliteration, rhyme scheme, internal rhyme, alliteration, onomatopoeia 

Speaker – the imaginary voice, or persona, assumed by the author or poet, usually in poetry
	What is the speaker doing in the poem? 

	Which line indicates that the speaker  . . .? (6)

Which statement best describes the contrast between the speaker’s experiences  . . .? (6)

	At the end of the poem, the speaker expresses a feeling of — (7)

	Which line best communicates the speaker’s feelings of  . . . ? (7)

Stanza -- consists of two or more lines of poetry that together form one of the divisions of a poem. The stanzas of a poem are usually of the same length and follow the same pattern of meter and rhyme and are used like paragraphs in a story. 

Stream of Consciousness – a writing style that tries to depict the random flow of thoughts, emotions, memories, and associations rushing through a character’s mind

Structural Elements of Poetry – include rhyme, meter, stanzas, line breaks

	The italicized section of the poem serves to — (6)

Style – the manner in which writers say what they have to say

Symbolism – generally is something itself, but it often suggests something deeper

	What does the dream reveal to the reader? (6)

Syntax – the way in which words are combined to make a sentence; the grammatical structure of a sentence

Tall Tale – a type of folk literature characterized by humorous exaggeration and outlandish plot details

Theme – a thought, idea, or insight the author wants to convey about the subject; the writer’s view of the world or a revelation about human nature; may be difficult to understand—author uses the characters, plot, and other literary devices to assist the reader in determining 

	What is the theme of the play? 

Title – an indication of the content of a literary work

The poet titled this poem “___________” most likely because — 

Tone – the writer’s attitude toward his subject, characters, and readers; usually conveyed through author’s choice of words and details (much like mood)

Voice – the sound of a writer’s work determined by stylistic choices such as sentence structure, diction, and tone; distinctive qualities and uniqueness which make writing personal; the articulation of personality and individuality; characterization of the writer as confirming and projecting his/her identity; a refusal to be without language

Paired Text Questions

What is one difference between the poem and the selection? 
Both the poem and the selection express the importance of — 

Resources: 

 “Handbook of Literary Terms” at the back of Elements of Literature, Sixth Course
A Handbook to Literature, Fifth Edition by Holman and Harmon
Voices of Modern Cultures, from The College Board, Pacesetter English
A Critical Handbook of Children’s Literature, Sixth Edition by Lukens





 


Text Structure, Text and Visual Features of Nonfiction

Headings – help readers navigate the text by labeling what information will be included in a section of the text

	The author includes headings in bold print to — 

Caption – to tell about a photograph or illustration

Diagram – to show what something is; show the inside of something; to show a picture of something

Label – to show what something is called

Photographs – show something the text refers to

	The picture next to paragraph 2 is included in the article to — 		

	The pictures in the selection show — 

	 The photographs are included to support which idea? (6)

Maps – show where something is located

	Why is the map included at the end of the selection? (8)

Chart or Table – provide information the reader may need—often in greater detail and organized for ease of reading

A table is included in the section “_______” to help the reader — 

Text Structure – way information is organized and presented; fiction texts use a narrative structure and are meant to be read from beginning to end; nonfiction or informational texts are organized by topics or into sections, using text features such as headings, bold print, transitional words/phrases, etc. and patterns such as compare-contrast, question-answer, etc. 

The author organizes the information in this selection by — 
A  summarizing  . . .
B  comparing 
C  describing 
D  discussing  . . . and then explaining (7)



[bookmark: _GoBack]The author uses the first paragraph mostly to — 
A  identify the source of his claims 
B  provide definitions of complex terms 
C  present the position of his argument 
D  reveal the solution to a problem (8)

	Why does the author include paragraphs 2 and 3? 
A  To share a humorous story . . . 
B  To explain to the reader how . . .
C  To support the claim  . . . 
D  To help the reader understand  . . . (8)




STAAR STEMS: Grades 3-8

Letter – 5 (Persuasive)

1 Based on information in his letter, _______would most likely agree with which of  these statements? 
2 Which of these sources does ____ use to support his argument? 
3  (Writer) organizes the information in his letter mostly by — (text organization)
stating the editor’s opinions; comparing one person’s experience to another; describing problems/solutions; listing (enumeration)
4  What can the reader infer from the last sentence of ________’s letter? 
5  Paul uses the information in paragraphs __, __, and __ to show that —
6 What does _________ hope to accomplish by writing his letter?
7 ______’s main argument is that —

Folk Literature – 6

4  Why do the ______________ _______________ (characters’ action)? 
5  Read this sentence from paragraph ____.  The ______described in the sentence represents the — (symbol)
6  Which sentence from the folktale best shows that the ___________ are __________ (character quality)? 
7 What is one way that the selection and the folktale differ?
8 Which sentence from the selection best represents the message of the folktale?
9 One difference between the selection and the folktale is that in the selection, _______________ (thematic statement) —

Drama – 5 and 8

 5th Grade 
1 In paragraph 26, the word _________ means to —
2 What is the theme of the play?
3 How does Scene ___ differ from Scene ____?
4  Which sentence best summarizes Scene ___? 
5  Which of these events resolves __________ conflict in the play? 
6  What can the reader conclude from the last paragraph of Scene ___? 
7 The author’s use of figurative language in paragraph ____emphasizes that —
8 Read these lines from Scene ___ of the play. What do these lines represent?

8th Grade
1 Which line from the play suggests that _______________?
2 What can the reader conclude about ______________ (characters) from their dialogue?
3  Based on the dialogue in paragraphs __ through __, how does ___________________ (actions of character)? 
4  Read the line from the excerpt.  The playwright includes this line in order to — 
5  What do paragraphs ___through ___ suggest about Lucy? 
6  How does ______ deal with the knowledge that _____ is ________ (character’s quality)? 
7  The details used to describe _______________ are included to — 
8  What is the best summary of the excerpt? 

Informational Text – 3, 4, 6, 7, 8

3rd Grade
1  The author includes headings in bold print to — 
2  The picture next to paragraph ___ is included in the article to — 
3 A table is included in the section “_______________” to help the reader —
4 What is the best summary of this article?
5 Which words in paragraph ___ help the reader understand the meaning of (the word) __________?
6  _________________________ (occurs in the selection) by — 
7  Which sentence best supports the idea _______________________? 
8  What happened to ______________________________________________? 

4th Grade
1  The reader can tell that _____________ was ___________ that — 
2  Which sentence shows that ________________________________________? . 
3  What evidence from the selection shows that ______________________? 
4 What is the best summary of the section “__________________”?
5 Read this sentence from paragraph ________. The imagery in these lines appeals most to the reader’s sense of —
6 The pictures in the selection show ______________ —
Paired with a poem
4  The word ___________ in paragraph ____ means —  
5  What is the best summary of the section “_________________”? 
6  What can the reader conclude about _____________ (person in the text)? 
Over both poem and article
7  What is one difference between the poem and the selection? (asked twice!)
8  What is one difference between the poem and the selection? 
9  Both the poem and the selection express the importance of —  (theme)

6th Grade 
1  From the information provided in the selection, the reader can conclude that _______— 
2  Read this sentence from paragraph _____.  The author uses this sentence to — 
3  The photographs are included to support which idea? 

Paired with Folktale
7 What is one way that the selection and the folktale differ?
8 Which sentence from the selection best represents the message of the folktale?
9 One difference between the selection and the folktale is that in the selection, (theme statement) —

7th Grade
1 In paragraph 2, the word _____________ emphasizes __________’s —
2 In paragraph ___, why does the author include information about _________?
3 Why does the author include the italicized paragraph at the end of the selection?
4  The author organizes the information in this selection by — 
A  summarizing B  comparing C  describing D  discussing (types of text organization)
5  Why did ______________ before ___________? 
6  Which sentence best shows that _______________________? 
7 What is the best summary of this selection?

8th Grade
1 The author of this selection thinks that —
2 The author uses the _______paragraph mostly to —
3 Why does the author include paragraphs ___ and ___?
4 The author supports each of his arguments with —
5 Which idea from paragraph _____ does the author base on an assumption?
6 What is the best summary of the selection?
7 Why is the map included at the end of the selection?

Poetry 3, 4, 6, 7, 10
3rd 
1. Read line 4 from the poem. The poet includes this line most likely to show that—
2. What is the main message in the poem?
3.    Lines 11 through 16 are included in the poem because they — 
4. Which word best describes the feeling that the poet creates in this poem?
5. What is the speaker doing in the poem?
6. Lines 5 through 8 are important to the poem because they show that the dog--
7. The poet titled this poem “_______________________” most likely because-- 

4th (poem is paired with nonfiction piece)
1. The reader can tell that the poem is written in ____________ form because it does  not have —
2.  Which poetic structure is found in the poem?
3. The paragraph above the title of the poem is included to — 
7. What is one difference between the poem and the selection? 
8. What is one difference between the poem and the selection? 
9. Both the poem and the selection express the importance of — 

6th 
1. The poet mentions the ________________ at the ______________of the poem to convey 
2. The italicized section of the poem serves to —
3. What do lines ___ through ___ tell the reader?
4. Which line indicates that the speaker ___________________________?
5. Which statement best describes the ____________________________?
6. What does ________________ reveal to the reader?

7th
1. The poet helps the reader understand how it felt _________________mainly by—
2. The poet places the words “________________” on a line by themselves most likely because the words —
3. The repetition of the line “_____________________ . . .” suggests that the speaker —
4. To the speaker’s ______________, ______________ mostly represents —
5. At the end of the poem, the speaker expresses a feeling of —
6. Because the poem is written from the speaker’s point of view, the reader is better able to understand —
7. Read lines _____ and _____ from the poem. The poet uses personification in these lines to show that the winds —
8. Which line best communicates the speaker’s feelings of regret?

10th
1. Why is the multiple meaning of the word ________ in line ___ important to the poem?
2. The photograph reinforces the poem’s tone of —   
3. In line 5, the sentence “________________” suggests the poem explores the theme of — 
4. The poem’s setting is significant because it helps contrast —
5. The tone of this poem can best be described as —
6. The author begins a new stanza in line ___ most likely to indicate a shift from—

Paired questions . . .
13. What is a primary difference between the poem and the essay?
14. Read these quotations.  Which of these best describes the difference in tone between the two quotations?
15. What emotion is expressed in the ______ lines of “_____________” and paragraph _____ of “_______________”?
16 How are the themes of “____________” and “________________” similar? 

Support your answer with evidence from both selections.
Constructed response
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