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A Brief Overview of Poetry

Poetry Genres			Elements			Form/Structure
Narrative 				Rhythm 			Free verse
Lyrical 				Rhyme				Rhymed
(may be humorous or serious)	Meter				Prose poetry*
					Pattern										
Visual 				Sound Effects (Devices)	Stylistic Elements	
Arrangement 				Alliteration			Ambiguity
Lines/Line breaks			Assonance	Symbolism
Stanza					Onomatopoeia 		
“Shape” of the poem			Rhythm
Concrete poems			Repetition

Imagery/Figurative Language	Literary Characteristics
Metaphor				Speaker
Simile					Theme/Message
Personification			Mood
Allusion 

Alliteration – the repetition of the same or very similar consonant sounds in words that are close together in a poem; found at the beginning of words or accented syllables

Assonance – the repetition of similar vowel sounds that are followed by different consonant sounds in non-rhyming words (flying one hundred miles just to ride on a train)

Concrete Poetry/Shape Poetry in which the typographical arrangement of words is as important in conveying the intended effect as the conventional elements of the poem, such as meaning of words, rhythm, rhyme and so on. It is often referred to as visual poetry in which the visual elements are as important as the text.
Figurative Language – language used for descriptive effect, often to imply ideas indirectly; usually not to be interpreted literally

Free verse poetry – verse composed of variable, usually unrhymed lines having no fixed metrical pattern

Humorous poetry – intended to make the reader laugh. These poems include nonsense verse and poems that are whimsical.

Internal rhyme is the appearance of similar sounds somewhere in the middle of a verse; words in the middle can rhyme with other words in the middle or words at the end of lines

Line – a single line of words in a poem or play

Line breaks in poetry – when the line of a poem ceases to extend and a new line starts, usually but not always at the left margin

Lyrical poetry – a short poem with one speaker (not necessarily the poet), who expresses thoughts and feelings. 
Message in a poem (Theme) – the theme or message of the poem is based on the concrete meaning, upon what is actually in the poem; should also take conflicts into consideration

Metaphor – a figure of speech that makes a comparison between two seemingly unlike things without using a connective word such as like, as, than, or resembles

Meter – rhythm of accented and unaccented syllables, which are organized into patterns, called feet

Mood (feeling)– the emotional attitude of the author toward the subject; the feeling created by the author (much like tone)
	
Narrative poetry – a poem that tells a story. A narrative poem can come in many forms and styles, but it always tells a story.

Onomatopoeia – the use of a word whose sound imitates or suggests its meaning

Personification – a figure of speech in which an inanimate object or abstraction is given human qualities or abilities

Poetic structure – may apply to various ways the poet structures a poem

Repetition - the repeating of sounds, words, phrases, lines, and/or stanzas.

Rhyme – the repetition of accented vowel sounds and all sounds following them in words that are close together in a poem

Rhyme Scheme – we can identify the rhyme scheme by assigning letters each rhyme, beginning with a and proceeding through the alphabet 

Sensory detail – basically a detail that is observed with one of the senses, for example a detail seen is a sensory detail because sight is used

Simile – a figure of speech that makes a comparison between two seemingly unlike things by using a connective word such as like, as, than, or resembles

Sound Effects in Poetry – includes alliteration, rhyme scheme, internal rhyme, alliteration, onomatopoeia 
Speaker – the imaginary voice, or persona, assumed by the author or poet, usually in poetry

Stanza -- consists of two or more lines of poetry that together form one of the divisions of a poem. The stanzas of a poem are usually of the same length and follow the same pattern of meter and rhyme and are used like paragraphs in a story. 

Structural Elements of Poetry – include rhyme, meter, stanzas, line breaks

Symbolism – generally is something itself, but it often suggests something deeper
Scaffold for Reading Poetry

1. Meeting the poem – teacher (and kids, as desired) just read and come to know the poem. The teacher likens getting to know the poem to getting to know a person—it doesn’t happen all at once.


2. Reading it closely and looking for repeated ideas – read slowly, modeling your inner voice conversation about words, images, phrases, literary devices, figurative language, etc. that stand out for you. Also, consider genre. 


3. Identifying the mood – look at the words and images you identified earlier in order to infer what the “feeling” or mood of the poem is. Liken mood to the kind of moods people have and how you infer what someone’s mood is.


4. Looking at the form – stanzas, line lengths and breaks, free verse, rhymed, etc. 


5. Making the poem your own – invite students to pick their favorite line to read aloud; then ask students to simply say that line without raising hands; teacher reads, too. A line can be read more than once, and the same line read by multiple people. 



	Fifteen, Maybe Sixteen Things to Worry About
	 

	

	

	My pants could maybe fall down when I dive off the diving board.
My nose could maybe keep growing and never quit.
Miss Brearly could ask me to spell words like stomach and special.
     (Stumick and speshul?)
I could play tag all day and always be "it."
Jay Spievack, who's fourteen feet tall, could want to fight me.
My mom and my dad—like Ted's—could want a divorce.
Miss Brearly could ask me a question about Afghanistan.
     (Who's Afghanistan?)
Somebody maybe could make me ride a horse.
My mother could maybe decide that I needed more liver.
My dad could decide that I needed less TV.
Miss Brearly could say that I have to write script and stop printing.
     (I'm better at printing.)
Chris could decide to stop being friends with me.


The world could maybe come to an end on next Tuesday.
The ceiling could maybe come crashing on my head.
I maybe could run out of things for me to worry about.
And then I'd have to do my homework instead.




by Judith Viorst


Read line 4, 9, and 14 from the poem. The poet includes these lines most likely to —




What is the main message in the poem?




Which word best describes the feeling that the poet creates in this poem?




What is the speaker doing in the poem?




The poet titled this poem “Fifteen, Maybe Sixteen Things to Worry About” most likely because-- 
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